
Referrals to Community
Paediatrics can only be made
by healthcare professional or
education professional, such
as SENCO, Educational
Psychologists, specialist
education key workers, etc.
 
In schools this is coordinated
by the SENCO or Inclusion
Manager.

Social Communication Difficulties
(SCD) Pathway

www.bromley.gov.uk/localoffer

This flowchart sets out the pathway through local services for children up to
18 years old with concerns regarding their Social Communication Difficulties (SCD)

Concerns Regarding Social Communication Difficulties
School SENCOs can request advice from specialist advisory teacher
(Bromley SENCO Advisory Services)

Two professionals allocated on the child’s pathway e.g. Paediatrician
and a member of the MDT who will complete the ADOS assessment

Referral to Community Paediatrics
(Neurodevelopmental Clinic)

Referral must include information from preschool/school 
(using the social communication tool it) – if applicable.

Difficulties should be present in at least 2 settings 
(e.g. home and school/pre-school)
If showing significant social communication difficulties the
Paediatrician will consider referral to Complex Communication
Diagnostic Service (CCDS)

Referral discussed at multi-disciplinary team (MDT) CCDS
referrals meeting

Referral to Speech and
Language Therapy

Child/young person/family invited to assessment
Reminder sent by letter, phone call or text 

Appropriate referral
Acceptance letter and leaflet sent to family

Not enough evidence
More information required

Concerns regarding emotional
health and wellbeing

Referral to Bromley 
Community Wellbeing

Onward referral to
Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Service

If assessment shows there is a
concerns around social communication
and mental health a child or young
person will be seen by to the complex
communication

Typically the assessment appointment takes place at The Phoenix
Children’s Resource Centre

The Assessment may take place over more than one session and include at least one of the following:
A diagnostic interview with the parent
Observation of the child/direct assessment activity with the child/young person

Options for referrals not
appropriate

Further observation/monitoring
(may return to MDT CCDS referrals
meeting at a later date)

Referral to other professional 
e.g. SLT
Signposting to Bromley
Community Wellbeing Service
and/or Bromley Mencap

 Multi-disciplinary Team
Paediatrician
Speech and Language Therapist
CAMHS professional

WHERE?

WHAT?
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 Decision making
Clinicians agree diagnosis based on assessment information

HOW?

Parent/carer/family/young person sent a letter to invite them to a face to face feedback meeting with the assessment
team
Pre-school/school also invited to attend
Assessment findings/diagnosis discussed with parent/carer/family/young person 
Opportunity for parent/carer/family/young person to comment and ask questions
Jointly discuss treatment options and action plan and agree with parents
Family are referred to Bromley Mencap - their contact details are passed to Mencap with parent/carer/family/young
person’s verbal consent
Brief written Action Plan provided at the end of this meeting
CCDS Written report circulated by post up to 6 weeks after feedback meeting

  Possible outcome
Discharge
Ongoing concerns: may remain on paediatrician caseload
Refer on to other therapeutic services

The Bromley Local Offer
Information on local services and support available for families including children and young people aged 0 - 25 years
with special educational needs or disabilities

Visit www.bromley.gov.uk/localoffer


